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AThis overview of Cohousing design is an introduction to
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creating the vitality that is consistently recognised in such :

neighbourhoods. _
) Core principle$

A Designing such settiimyslves uniquecombination of Coh0u3|nges|gr(]_)

principleforthebuilt environment apdnciplefor the

social size of the neighbourtmudunity.
ATheseorinciplewill apply both to Aswild projects and

t o t he dxisting buddinipgd Gohonsijuge. o f A
AThis overview should be read in conjunction with the
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Cohousing projectsave
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A Designdorthephysical form and layout of their

neighbourhoods to maximise incidental and organised Core principlea§
contact betweerighbours Cohousindesign2)

A Selfcontained accommodatiptussignificant

commoffacilitieand spaces, of whach

@CommonHoused6 1 s cractvitieal f or
AAsize and scalef each neighbourhood setting that A
IS appropriate to undespstainableommunity

dynamics



This mean€ohousingrojectsseekto have

A Designsfallbuildingand spaces that will make
them all opportunities for sateahction
AA@ommonfous® or simil amt facil

the heart of all neighbourlactdities
ATheoptimumumber adwellingand residents

sustain meaningful contacts and relationships

betweer2050 adultg+children|f the projecis

multrgenerational)
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SitetypeS’ orientation and acce

A A centragrinciplefCohousing is to uke
positioningfthe Common Howseafocus

ofaccess intineCohousingeighbourhood.

A The Commdtousewill bepositioned closest to
main poirthrough which resideamte site
(such atheexamples providedhadicative
squarerrectangular sitésprder to access

common areas and dwelbegsnd.




Sitetypes, orientation and acce

The diagram showsréherexample @
focused access to thevsatheCommon
HouseSuch a layout may prove suitable
wherplanningiglernumbers of

dwellings on larger squareadangular

sites.
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£}z uxCohousing Sitetypes, orientation and acce

The diagram shows aamnplef
positionintheCommokriouse closest to

themain point of ente@gneendofa

linearorelongatedite, and then to access

common areas ahgellingbeyond.




Sitetypes, orientation and acce

The diagram shows aansplef
positioninthe Common House closest to
main point of enter@imealorelongated

siteata midpointin ordeto access

common areas ahaellings beyond.
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Cannock Mill is asteepslopingite, with
theCommoRlouse and other shared
facilitiesocatedome way Iin from the
entranceoadat the bottom, andh
dwellings locatalibng the drivpthe

slopes
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The diagram shows hovCtmamon

Houseand other shared facildaas
entering mulkstoreysettingusually

be positionadlosesto main poirtf

on the ground floor).



Access Into tiNew
Groundite is via the
Commohiouse areaff
the external strestth
dwellingabove and on
either side of the shared

facllities.

Site plan of New GrouQdVCH
* * ==




Indicative placement of dwe{lii

Squarer rectangularteswith dwellingsstributedround common areas, to encol
residents to connect with etidirather than coming and goipgin v at e é é




Threshol@entreDorset

The Threshold Centre is
compact rural settiwgh
dwellingandthe
CommonHousearranged

ina 0 h or dagauth o



LILAC is aompactirban

setting, with access th&®
area by the sidetio¢
Commorlousepositioned

central tdwellingen alkides

LILAC, Leeds
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On déongategitesdwellings can bied in dinear direction

to the sitelatheCommohousearea




Forgeank Lancaster

Forgebank id@ngsite,
followinghebankofthe
RivelLuneA hosts a
line of famiBjized
accommodatiomiththe
Common Houkeated
withirthis linehythe

mainthoroughfare.



CannocMill.Colchester

Cannock Mill features

an éongatedccess
through the site up the

slops



Indicative placement of dwefn

ANewdwellingsan be designatiove
and around ground floor common
areaginmultistoryfloors)

AOne or more floors of dwellings can
sited above other facilities on the
ground floor level.

ASuch projectsuldoea conversion
ofemptyoffice or factaouildings,
orof alargemansion.




New GroundWCHBarnet

New Ground IsebriginalK
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Cohousing projectdas e ni o r (
memberdt wagodesigned and
createdbyandfor womeavers0 .- R ' |*l |
and haswelling®ver three floors i
and abovine @mmortHouse with

communal gardens.



Canon FromHEerefordshire

Canon Frome Ietretrofit of
alarge mansion and
extensive groundscreate

an o0intent.i on
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Thundercliffe Grange
IS an early example of
retrofitting large
mansionCommon
facilities on theognd
floorwith apartments
on upper flooasdin

outbuildings.

Thunderclifferange, rRotherha




Parkingrovisions

A Cohousing neighbourheuntisbest
when car use Is restribbgdst the
edge od site This allows fmcidental
Interactionsetween residents when
movindpetween homes aras.
AAspeopldive in Cohousing, they tend to
find they need fewer cars than they first
expected more car sharing tagkge

and parking needs aréuced. Laughton Lodg&ussex



