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ÅThis overview of Cohousing design is an  introduction to 

creating the vitality that is  consistently recognised in such

neighbourhoods.

ÅDesigning such settings involves a unique  combination of 

principles for the built  environment and principles for the 

social size of  the neighbourhoodcommunity.

ÅThese principles will apply both to new-build  projects and 

to the óretrofittingô of existing buildings into Cohousinguse.

ÅThis overview should be read in conjunction with the 

óUKCN Practical Guide to Cohousingõ ðNovember 2020
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Cohousing projects have:

ÅDesigns for the physical form and layout of their  

neighbourhoods to maximise incidental and organised  

contact betweenneighbours

ÅSelf-contained accommodation plus significant  

common facilities and spaces, of which a 

óCommon  Houseô is crucial for communalactivities

ÅA size and scale of each neighbourhood setting that  

is appropriate to underpin sustainable community  

dynamics
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This means Cohousing projects seek to have:

ÅDesigns ofallbuildings and spaces that will make  

them all opportunities for socialinteraction

ÅA óCommonHouseô or similar facilities that will beat

the heart of all neighbourhoodactivities

ÅThe optimum number of dwellings and residents to 

sustain meaningful contacts and relationships :  

between 20-50 adults (+ children, if the project is  

multi-generational)
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ÅA central principle of Cohousing is to usethe 

positioning of the Common House as a focus 

of access into the Cohousingneighbourhood.

ÅThe Common House will be positioned closest to  

main point through which residents enterasite

(such as the examples provided ofindicative 

square or rectangular sites) in order to access 

common areas and dwellingsbeyond.

Site types, orientation and access  
(1)



The diagram shows a furtherexample of a 

focused access to the site via the Common 

House. Such a layout may prove suitable

when planning highernumbers of  

dwellings on larger square or rectangular  

sites.

Site types, orientation and access  
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Site plan of LILAC,Leeds

Ex-school site in dense urban area, dwellings arranged around central commonareas



Site plan of Springhill,Stroud

A central Common House on a steeply slopingsite



Site of ChaCo,Leeds



Site types, orientation and access  
(2)

The diagram shows an exampleof

positioning the Common House closest to

the main point of entering at one end of a 

linear orelongated site, and then to access 

common areas and dwellings beyond.



Site types, orientation and access  
(2b)

The diagram shows an exampleof 

positioning the Common House closest to 

main point of entering a linear orelongated 

site at a mid-pointin order to access 

common areas and dwellings beyond.



Site plan of Forge Bank,Lancaster

Alinear site, accessed from one end, with the Common House on the mainthoroughfare



Site plan of Cannock Mill, Colchester

Cannock Mill is a on steep sloping site, with 

the Common House and other shared 

facilities located some way in from the 

entrance road at the bottom, and with 

dwellings located along the drive upthe

slopes.



The diagram shows how the Common

House and other shared facilitiescan 

be positionedclosest to main point of 

entering a multi-storeysetting(usually 

on the ground floor).
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Site plan of New Ground /OWCH

Access into the New 

Ground site is via the 

Common House area, off 

the external street, with  

dwellings above and on  

either side of the shared  

facilities.



Indicative placement of dwellings(1)

Square or rectangular sites, with dwellings distributed around common areas, to encourage 
residents to connect with each other, rather than coming and going inprivateéé



Threshold Centre, Dorset

The Threshold Centre is a

compact rural setting, with 

dwellings andthe 

CommonHousearranged 

in a  óhorseshoeôlayout



LILAC, Leeds

LILAC is a compacturban 

setting, with access into the 

area by the side of the 

Common House, positioned  

central to dwellings on allsides



On elongatedsites, dwellings can be sited in alinear direction, after access 
to the site via the Common housearea

Indicative placement of dwellings(2)



Forgebank, Lancaster
Forgebank is along site, 

following the bank of the 

River Lune. A hosts a 

line of family-sized

accommodation, with the  

Common House located  

within this line, by the  

mainthoroughfare.



Cannock Mill,Colchester

Cannock Mill features 

an elongatedaccess  

through the site up the

slopes



ÅNewdwellings can be designed above 
and  around ground floor common 
areas (in multi-storyfloors)

ÅOne or more floors of dwellings can be 
sited above other facilities on the 
ground floor level.

ÅSuch projects couldbe aconversion 
of empty office or factory buildings, 
or of a largermansion.

Indicative placement of dwellings(3)



New Ground is the original UK 

Cohousing project for óseniorô 

members. It was co-designed and  

created by and for women over50

and has dwellingsover three floors 

and above the CommonHouse, with 

communal gardens.

New Ground / OWCH,Barnet



Canon Frome,Herefordshire

Canon Frome is the retrofit of 

a large mansion and

extensive grounds to create

an óintentional communityô.



Thundercliffe Grange, nrRotherham

Thundercliffe Grange 

is an early example of  

retrofitting a large  

mansion. Common 

facilities on the ground 

floor, with apartments 

on upper floors and in  

outbuildings.



Parkingprovisions

ÅCohousing neighbourhoods work best 

when car use is restricted to just the 

edge of a site. This allows for incidental 

interactions between residents when 

moving between homes andcars.

ÅAs people live in Cohousing, they tend to  

find they need fewer cars than they first  

expected ïmore car sharing takes place  

and parking needs arereduced.

.

Laughton Lodge,Sussex


